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Description 

Brief Description of the Invention 

Background of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a resealable dis- 
penser-container for containing home use goods 
which are repeatedly consumed for several times, 
particularly a dispenser-container suitable for 
containing wet tissues, which are fibrous materi- 
als, such as non-woven fabrics, gauze, or cotton, 
having cleaning solution such as alcohol, or liquid 
cosmetic. Impregnated therein. 



Prior Art 

As a typical example of home use goods, which 
are repeatedly consumed for several times, re- 
cently, wet tissues, I.e., fibrous materials, impreg- 
nated with cleaning solution including alcohol, 
moisturing agent or surfactant and so on, have 
been utilized widely for cleaning skin. 

In conventionally known dispenser-containers 
for wet tissues, the wet tissues packed in a blow 
molded or vacuum formed container are usually 
for home use (e.g. US-A-3 749 296), and the wet 
tissues packed in a small bag made of liquid im- 
pervious sheet or in a small plastic container are 
for portable use. 

Further, US-A-4 156 493 discloses another 
dispenser-container which has an opening and a 
resealable flap for covering the opening. For ex- 
ample, the resealable flap may be made of a she- 
et having an adhesive coated on one side there- 
of, and the sheet is attached to the dispenser- 
container so that K covers the opening formed on 
the dispenser-container. 

Improvements have been done (e.g. EP-A-0 
030 346) over the dispenser-container disclosed 
in the above-mentioned US-A-4 156 493 to form 
a bag type dispenser-container of wet tissues for 
portable use which usually contains about 10 tis- 
sues and which is a flat bag. 

Another dispenser-container of bag type di- 
sclosed in Japanese Utility Model Application 
Laid-open No. Sho 57-110063 has a U-shaped 
slit formed thereon, and the region surrounded by 
the slit is used as a flap while a small piece of 
sheet, which is larger than the flap, which has 
pressure sensitive adhesive coated thereon and 
which has an opening for dispensing the wet tis- 
sues therethrough, is attached to the portion cor- 
responding to the above-described slit from the 
inside of the dispenser-container. 

Examples of other home use good, which are 
repeatedly consumed several times, are: foods, 
such as cookies, biscuits, chocolates or soup 
squares; stationery, such as clips; fastening artic- 
les, such as nails, nuts, or machine screws. In ge- 
neral, these goods are directly contained in a box 
or in a bag having no dispensing opening. 

Manufacturing cost of the conventionally 
known containers for home use wet tissues are 
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expensive, since blow molded containers or 
vacuum formed containers are used. 

Contrary to this, the above-described dispen- 
ser-containers of bag type for wet tissues can be 

5 manufactured at a cost lower than that required 
for the molded containers, because the dispen- 
ser-containers can be easily made of a flexible 
sheet material at a high manufacturing efficiency. 
The dispenser-container can be easily handled 

10 when it contains a small number of wet tissues as 
for portable use. However, the bag type dispen- 
ser-container is not suitable as a container for 
home use wet tissues, which usually contains 50 
to 70 tissues, because it is not easy to handle. 

15 More specifically, the following problems are 

Inherent in the bag type dispenser-container 
made of a flexible sheet, the size of which is lar- 
ge, or the depth of which is large, and which has 
a large amount of tissues contained therein, in ot- 

20 her words, the dispenser-container has a large di- 
stance between the surface, i.e., the upper surfa- 
ce, having an opening, and the opposite surface, 
I.e., the bottom surface. Wet tissues can be smo- 
othly dispensed, and the flap can be smoothly re- 

25 sealed at the beginning of use of the dispenser- 
container, since the shape of the dispenser-con- 
tainer is firmly maintained by the wet tissues filled 
within the dispenser-container up to the opening. 
However, as the wet tissues are dispensed, the 

30 original shape of the dispenser-container cannot 
be kept since the number of the wet tissues re- 
maining In the dispenser-container becomes 
small. As a result, the wet tissues cannot be smo- 
othly dispensed from the dispenser-container due 

35 to the deformation of the dispenser-container, or 
the flap cannot be smoothly removed from or at- 
tached to the dispenser-container due to the wa- 
ving of the sheet of the dispenser-container at the 
time of opening and closing the opening. Espe- 

40 cially, if the dispenser-container is distorted or the 
surface where the flap is attached is waved when 
the flap Is resealed on the dispenser-container af- 
ter the flap has been opened to dispense the wet 
tissues, the flap cannot be firmly attached to the 

45 dispenser-container, and a small clearance may 
be formed between the surface of the dispenser- 
container and the flap. The liquid contained in the 
wet tissues may be evaporated through the small 
clearance, and accordingly, there is a problem 

50 that the wet tissues are dried. 

Further, conventional cookies or biscuits pac- 
kaged in a box or bag can not be sealed again 
once the box or bag is unpacked. According ly, 
dry cookies or biscuits may become damp, or wet 

55 cakes may become dry. In addition, dusts may 
enter into the box or bag through clearances, and 
there is a problem of sanitation. 



60 Objects of the Invention 

tt is an object of the present invention to provide a 
dispenser-container for wet tissues, which can 
obviate the above-described problems inherent in 
65 the conventional dispenser-container for wet tis- 
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sues, and wherein wet tissues can be always 
smoothly dispensed and flap can be securely 
opened and resealed, even if the size of the wet 
tissues to be contained is large or the number of 
the wet tissues becomes large. 

h is another object of the present invention to 
provide a dispenser-container, which is not limi- 
ted to use for wet tissues but also suitable for 
containing goods which will be consumed repea- 
tedly several times. 
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surface of the container having an opening to the 
shape maintaining member, and the dispenser- 
container can be readily and effectively manufac- 
tured in a conventional bag making process or a 
conventional carton forming process without per- 
forming the blow molding or the vacuum forming, 
tn addition, the price of material of the dispenser- 
container of the present invention is low, and the- 
refore, the dispenser-container can be economi- 
cally manufactured. 



Summary of the Invention 

According to the present inention, the above- 
described problems are obviated by a resealable 
dispenser-container comprising a container, 

said container containing contents; 

said container having an opening for dispen- 
sing said contents therethrough or a weakened 
line for forming said opening and a flap made of a 
flexible sheet material which covers said opening 
or weakened line and which is repeatedly opened 
and closed, and wherein said container is made 
of a flexible sheet (such a container being known 
from for example US-A-4 156 493, figure 4a); 
characterized in that said dispenser-container 
further comprises: 

a shape maintaining member, which is made 
of a material harder than said container; 

said shape maintaining member having an 
opening or a weakened line for forming said ope- 
ning which opening or weakened line is larger 
than said opening or weakened line formed in 
said container; 

said opening or weakened line formed on said 
container being located within said opening or 
within the region surrounded by said weakened 
line formed in said shape maintaining member; 
and 

said flexible sheet of said container being fi- 
xed to said shape maintaining member at a posi- 
tion near said opening or weakened line formed 
in said container. 

According to the present invention, since the she- 
et of the container having an opening formed the- 
rein is fixed to the shape maintaining member, 
the condition of the container is always kept the 
same as that the beginning of its use wherein 
contents are filled therein, regardless of the amo- 
unt of the contents remaining in the container. 

Accordingly, a flap can always be surely ope- 
ned and dosed from the beginning of its use to 
the end of its use, even when the container con- 
tains a large amount of contents and has a large 
thickness. 

Further, the dispenser-container of the pre- 
sent invention can be manufactured by fixing the 



Brief Description of the Invention 

15 The present invention will now be explained in 
detail with reference to the illustrated embodi- 
ments, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment 
20 of a dispenser-container of the present 

invention; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the 

line II -II in Fig. t; 
Rg. 3 is a perspective view showing the using 
25 condition of the embodiment illustrated in 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the se- 
cond embodiment of the dispenser-con- 
tainer of the present invention; 
30 Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along the 
line V-V in Fig. 4; 
Rg. 6 is a perspective view of the third embodi- 
ment of the dispenser-container of the 
present invention; 
35 Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along the 
line VII -VII in Rg. 6; 
Rg. 8 is a perspective view showing the fourth 
embodiment of the dispenser-container 
of the present invention; 
40 Rg. 9 is an exploded perspective view of the 
fifth embodiment of the dispenser-contai- 
ner of the present invention; 
Rg. 10 is a perspective view wherein the dispen- 
ser-container illustrated In Fig. 9 is as- 
45 sembled; 

Rg. 11 is a perspective view showing the sixth 
embodiment of the dispenser-container 
of the present invention; 
Rg. 12 is a cross-sectional view taken along the 
50 line XII -XII in Rg. 11; and 

Fig. 13 is a cross-sectional view of the seventh 
embodiment of the dispenser-container 
of the present invention. 

55 

Preferred Embodiments 

The first embodiment of the present invention will 
now be explained with reference to Fig. 1, which 
60 is a perspective view of the embodiment, Rg. 2, 
which is a cross-sectbnal view taken along the 
line II - II in Fig. 1 , and Rg. 3, which is a perspec- 
tive view showing the using condition of the em- 
bodiment. 

65 The dispenser-container of the present inven- 
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tbn comprises a container 1, made of flexible 
sheet and illustrated by an imaginary line, i.e., 
two dot and a dash One, in Fig. 1, and a shape 
maintaining member 2 made of a material harder 
than that of the container 1 . 

In the illustrated embodiment, container 1 
contains wet tissues 3 (see Fig. 2). The container 
1 has an opening 12 for dispensing the wet tissu- 
es 3 therethrough and a flap 14 for covering the 
opening 12, and the construction of the container 
may be similar to that of the conventionally known 
portable dispenser-container of bag type for wet 
tissues. 

Although the wet tissues are exemplified as 
the contents 3 contained in the container 1 in the 
following explanation, the contents of the present 
invention are not limited to wet tissues. Goods, 
which are not simultaneously consumed but are 
consumed repeatedly for several times and which 
require shelf stability, dust proof ability, fungus 
proof ability, gas tightness or liquid tightness, are 
suitable for the contents 3 of the present inven- 
tion. 

Examples of contents are: cosmetic articles, 
wherein liquid cosmetic or milky lotion is impreg- 
nated in fibrous materials such as non-woven fa- 
brics or cotton; medical supplies such as gauze, 
applicators, absorbent cotton, or gauze impregna- 
ted with an antiseptic or a medicine; fastening ar- 
ticles, such as nails, nuts, machine screws; statio- 
nery, such as clips; and foods, such as cookies, 
biscuits, chocolates, wet cakes or soup squares. 

The flexible sheet constituting a container 
body 11 may be a film made of synthetic resins 
such as polyethylene, polypropylene, polyamide, 
polyester, and polyvinyl chloride, and the film may 
be a single layer or a laminated layer. The film 
may be a laminated layer of the above-mentioned 
film and an aluminum foil or paper. 

The sheet constituting a container body 1 1 
may be gas impervious or liquid impervious de- 
pending on the contents 3 contained in the con- 
tainer body 1 1 . For example, it is preferred to use 
a gas impervious sheet or a liquid impervious 
sheet for the containers for containing wet tissu- 
es, fibrous materials impregnated with liquid cos- 
metics or a medicine, or wet cakes (e.g. fruit ca- 
kes). It is preferred to use a gas impervious sheet 
so as to prolong the effects of the enclosed 
agents when dry cookies are packaged with a 
drying agent or when nails are packaged with rust 
preventives. 

In the first embodiment illustrated in Figs. 1 to 
3, the flap 14 of the container 1 is a piece of a 
sheet which is independent from the container 
body 1 1 . The material of the flap 14 may be a liq- 
uid impervious sheet which is similar to that of the 
container body 1 1. In this embodiments, both the 
sheet of the container body 1 1 and the flap 14 are 
liquid impervious. 

The flap 14 has a pressure sensitive adhesive 
15, such as polyester, acrylic or rubber adhesive, 
applied to one side thereof, i.e., the side contac- 
ting with container body 11, except for a grip por- 
tion 1 6. The flap 1 4 can be repeatedly adbered to 



and removed from the container body 1 1 while it 
covers the dispensing opening 12 formed in the 
container body 1 1 or the weakened line 13 for for- 
ming the dispensing opening 12. 

5 h is preferred that an end 17 of the flap oppo- 

site to the grip 1 6 is fixed to the container body 1 1 
by heat sealing or adhesive or that the flap 14 
has slits extending from its sides so that the por- 
tion located ahead the slits is prevented from be- 

10 Ing removed. 

The dispensing opening 12 formed in the con- 
tainer body 1 1 may be formed in any suitable 
shape, such as an ellipse, a circle, a rectangle or 
a rhombus. When the dispensing opening 12 is 

15 formed by a weakened line 13 (see Fig. 2), the 
weakened line 13 may be a perforated line when 
it is seen in the plan view of the container body 
1 1 or a V-shaped slit when it is seen in a cross- 
sectional view taken along the thickness direction 

20 of the sheet forming the container body 11. The 
weakened line is formed on the container body 1 1 
to form a closed loop or an open loop such as U- 
shape when it is seen in the plan view of the con- 
tainer body 1 1 . 

25 When the flap 14 is opened first to use the 

wet tissues 3, the portion 18 surrounded by the 
closed loop or the open loop is removed from the 
container body 1 1 and is kept to be attached to 
the flap 14, and the area, from which the portion 

30 18 is removed, becomes the dispensing opening 
12. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 3, the 
weakened line 13 is formed on the container body 
11 by a perforated line forming a closed looped 

35 ellipse. When the flap 14 Is opened, the portion 
18 surrounded by the dosed loop is removed 
from the container body 1 1 and is kept to be atta- 
ched to the pressure sensitive adhesive 15 on the 
flap 14, and the trace of the removed portion 18 

40 becomes the dispensing opening 1 2. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1, the 
shape maintaining member 2 is formed by a box 
which is formed in a rectangular parallelepiped 
and which surrounds the container 1. The box 2 

45 is made of a material which is somewhat harder 
than that of the container 1. The material of the 
box 2 may be a sheet material, such as a paper, 
a laminated layer of paper and an aluminum foil, 
or a synthetic resin sheet, which sheet material is 

50 suitable for bending or punching. 

The shape of the box 2 is not limited to the 
rectangular parallelepiped, and the surface may 
be curved or bent, for example, formed in a barrel 
shape or in an elliptical or circular cross-section. 

55 In the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1, the 

box 2 is provided with a weakened line 21 illustra- 
ted by a broken line which surrounds a region lar- 
ger than the flap 14 and which may be formed by 
a perforated line. When the weakened line 21 is 

60 removed, an opening 22 is formed as shown in 
Fig. 3. 

As it is apparent from Figs. 1 and 3, the flap 
14 is located within the region in the box 2 surro- 
unded by the weakened line 21, i.e., within the 
65 portion which will form the opening 22. Accordin- 
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gty t when the portion m the box 2 surrounded by 
the weakened line 21 is removed to form the ope- 
ning 22 as illustrated in Fig. 3, the flap 14 of the 
container 1 is exposed, and the flap 14 can be 
freely opened and sealed again through the ope- 5 
ning 22. 

In the embodiment Illustrated in Fig. 1, the 
weakened line 21 is formed in a closed loop and 
can be completely removed. In an alternative em- 
bodiment, the weakened line 21 may be formed 10 
in an open loop, for example, in a U-shape, so 
that a part of the cut portion is kept to be connec- 
ted to the body of the box 2. When the latter con- 
struction is applied, the cut portion surrounded by 
the open loop can be used as a flap of the box 2 15 
if the connecting portion can be bent. 

tn the first embodiment, the box 2 and the 
container 1 are fixed to each other by an adhesi- 
ve 4 by attaching the portion of the container 1 lo- 
cated near the dispensing opening 1 2 or the wea- 20 
kened line 13 for forming the dispensing opening 
12 to the portion on the box 2 located outside the 
portion surrounded by the weakened line 21. 

The adhesive 4 is adequately selected taking 
the materials of the box 2 and the container 1 into 25 
consideration. For example, emulsion adhesive, 
solvent type adhesive, hot-mett adhesive, or pres- 
sure sensitive adhesive is suitable, which may be 
made of acrylic ester adhesive, polyvinyl acetate 
resin adhesive, polyurethane resin adhesive, sili- 30 
cone adhesive, epoxy polyester resin adhesive, 
poiyamide adhesive, or poryolefin. The amount of 
the adhesive 4 is so selected taking the size of 
the container 1 into consideration that the box 2 
and the container 1 are securely fixed to each ot- 35 
her. 

When the dispenser-container for wet tissues 
of the first embodiment is manufactured, contai- 
ner 1 and a sheet material punched in a shape 
whtcfvcorresponds to the box 2 and provided with 40 
a weakened line 21 are prepared first. Then the 
adhesive 4 is applied to the sheet material for the 
box or to the surface of the container 1, and the 
container 1 is placed on the sheet material for the 
box in such a manner that the flap 14 is located 45 
within a region surrounded by the weakened line 
21. Thereafter, the sheet material for the box is 
bent by a usual carton former or cartoning machi- 
ne to form the box 2. It is recommended to add 
such a device that can apply adhesive to a por- 50 
tion on the box 2 near the weakened line 21 or 
the opening 22 or to the surface of the container 
1, which device is not disposed on a conventional 
carton former or cartoning machine, though the 
conventional machine is provided with a device 55 
for applying adhesive to form the box. Further, it 
is preferred that the flaps formed at the sides of 
the box 2 are fixed to the main body of the box by 
adhesive in order to enhance the strength of the 
box 2. ^ 60 

In place of the above-described application of 
adhesive, a small piece of aluminum foil provided 
with bot-mett adhesive on both the sides may be 
placed between the box 2 and the container 1, 
and the box 2 and the container 1 are pressed to 65 



8 

each other after the foil is heated by means of 
high frequency dielectric sealing. 

When the dispenser-container of the present 
invention which has been manufactured in the 
process described above is used, the opening 22 
is formed first by removing the weakened fine 21 
from the box 2. The grip 16 of the flap 14 expo- 
sed outside from the opening 22 is picked up to 
open the flap 14. Thus, the weakened line 13 for- 
med on the container body 1 1 for forming the dis- 
pensing opening 12 is removed, and the removed 
portion 18 is attached to the flap 14 while the por- 
tion from where the portion 18 is removed forms a 
dispensing opening 12, through which the wet tis- 
sues 3 can be dispensed. 

After the desired number of the wet tissues 3 
are taken out, the flap 14 is closed again and is 
adhered to the container body 1 1 . 

Since the surface of the container body 1 1 
near the flap 14 is fixed to the box 2, the surface 
of the container body 1 1 near the flap 14 is kept 
in a tight condition even when the amount of the 
wet tissues remaining in the container body 1 1 
becomes small as the wet tissues are dispensed. 
Accordingly, the remowal and attachment of the 
flap 14 can be surely performed. 

Further, since the container 1 is contained in 
the box 2 and the upper surface having the flap 
14 is fixed to the box 2, the shape of the contai- 
ner 1 is not deformed nor distorted even when the 
amount of the wet tissues 3 remaining in the con- 
tainer body becomes small. Accordingly, the wet 
tissues 3 contained in the container 1 remain flat 
as they were flat upon beginning of use, and they 
can be smoothly dispensed. 

The second embodiment of the present inven- 
tion will now be explained referring to Figs. 4 and 
5. Rg. 4 is a perspective view showing the se- 
cond embodiment, wherein the containers 1 and 
V are illustrated by imaginary lines, i.e., two dot 
and a dash lines similarly to Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a 
cross-sectional view taken along the line V - V in 
Fig. 4. 

In the second embodiment, two containers 1 
and V overlap each other and are contained wit- 
hin a box 2. The box 2 has weakened lines 21 
and 2V on the upper and lower surfaces thereof, 
and the containers 1 and V are fixed to the box 2 
by adhesive 4 and 4*. The first container 1 and 
the second container V may be of a similar type 
or of different types. 

The containers 1 and V may contain different 
contents, for example, wet tissues 3 having diffe- 
rent cleaning solutions impregnated therein which 
are different from each other in their properties, 
such as colors, or fragrance, or usage. 

Alternatively, the second container V may 
contain dry tissue papers and may not be provi- 
ded with any flap. 

The other constructions are similar to those in 
the above-explained first embodiment 

The third embodiment of the present invention 
will now be explained referring to Figs. 6 and 7. 
Rg. 6 is a perspective view of the third embodi- 
ment, and in Fig. 6, containers 1 and 1 are iliu- 
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strated by a broken line and weakened line 21 for 
forming opening are illustrated by a two dot and a 
dash line. Rg. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken 
along the fine VII- VII in Fig. 6. 

In this embodiment, the two containers 1, 
made of flexible and liquid impervious sheet, are 
paralielly disposed side by side in a box type sha- 
pe maintaining member 2 made of a materia) har- 
der than that of the containers 1 . 

In this embodiment, differing from the embodi- 
ment Illustrated in Fig. 5, the flaps 14 and 14 of 
the containers 1 and 1, and accordingly, the ope- 
nings 12 and 12, are located at the same side of 
the box 2. Therefore, the contents contained in 
the two containers 1 and 1 can be simultaneously 
dispensed while the box 2 is kept as it is without 
turning the box 2. 

For example, the containers contain wet tissu- 
es 3 contained in both the containers have liquid 
cosmetic and milky lotion impregnated therein, re- 
spectively. The wet tissues impregnated with liqu- 
id cosmetic are taken up first from one container 
1 and used. Then, the wet tissues impregnated 
with milky lotion are taken up from the other con- 
tainer 1 and used. 

The remaining construction of the containers 
may be similar to that in the above-explained se- 
cond embodiment 

Although the flaps 14 are opened and sealed 
In a direction transverse to the containers 1 in the 
embodiment illustrated in Fig. 6, the flaps may be 
opened and sealed in a longitudinal direction of 
the containers 1 . Further, the longitudinal ends of 
the two containers 1 are located adjacently, ho- 
wever, the transverse ends of the containers 1 
may be located adjacently. In addition, the wea- 
kened lines 21 of the box 2 may be opened in a 
longitudinal direction of the box 2. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the fourth em- 
bodiment of the dispenser-container according to 
the present invention. 

In the fourth embodiment a container 1 con- 
taining wet tissues and a container V containing 
dry tissue are disposed paralielly in a box 2. The 
box 2 has weakened lines for forming openings 
22 and 22' paralielly formed at the upper surface 
thereof. The containers 1 and V are fixed to the 
box 2 by adhesive 4 and 4*. The second contai- 
ner contains dry tissues and is not provided with 
any flaps. An opening 12* Is formed by a straight 
perforated line. 

When the weakened line 21 is formed in an 
open loop, the portion surrounded by the line 21 
is kept to be connected to the box 2 even after 
the weakened line 21 is cut. As a result the por- 
tion surrounded by the line 21 can be used as a 
flap to cover the opening 12'. The remaining con- 
structions are almost the same as those in the 
third embodiment 

According to the dispenser-container of this 
embodiment, the wet tissues may be taken out 
from the container 1 and used to remove dirt 
Then, the dry tissues may be taken out from the 
container V and used to dry the portion which has 
been wetted by the wet tissues. 



Rg. 9 is an exploded perspective view of the 
fifth embodiment of the dispenser-container of the 
present invention, and Rg. 10 is a perspective 
view wherein the parts illustrated in Rg. 9 are as- 

5 sembled. 

In the fifth embodiment the container 1 is the 
same as that in the first embodiment however, 
the shape maintaining member 2 is formed as a 
frame 2. It is preferred that the frame 2 is harder 

10 and more resistant to deformation than the shape 
maintaining member explained in conjunction whh 
the first embodiment When a material similar to 
that used for the shape maintaining member in 
the first embodiment Is used, it ts preferred that 

15 the thickness is enhanced. 

The portion between beam members 23 and 
24 of the frame 2 forms the opening portion 22. 
As Illustrated in Rg. 10, the flap 14 of the contai- 
ner 1 is located within the opening portion 22, and 

20 the outer surface of the container body 1 1 Is fixed 
to the beam members 23 and 24 of the frame 2 
by adhesive. 

Since the sheet surface of the container body 
1 1 near the flap 14 is fixed to the beam members 

25 23 and 24 of the frame 2, the surface of the con- 
tainer body 1 1 near the flap 14 is kept in a tight 
condition even when the amount of the wet tissu- 
es 3 remaining in the container body 1 1 becomes 
small as the wet tissues are dispensed. Accordin- 

30 gly, the remowal and attachment of the flap 14 
can be surely performed. 

Further, since the container 1 is contained in 
the frame 2 and the upper surface having the flap 
14 is fixed to the beam members 23 and 24 of the 

35 frame 2, the shape of the container 1 is not defor- 
med nor distorted even when the wet tissues 3 
remaining In the container 1 becomes small. Ac- 
cordingly, the wet tissues 3 contained In the con- 
tainer 1 remain flat as they were flat upon begin- 

40 ning of use, and they can be smoothly dispensed. 

The beam members 23 and 24 of the frame 2 
where the container body 1 1 is fixed may be cur- 
ved or bent vertically or horizontally. 

Fig. 11 Is a perspective view showing the 

45 sixth embodiment of the dispenser-container of 
the present invention, and Fig. 12 is a cross-sec- 
tional view taken along the line XII - XII in Fig. 
11. 

In this embodiment, a weakened line 19 is for- 

50 med in a U-shape on a part of the container body 
1 1 of the container 1 , and the portion surrounded 
by the weakened fine is used as a flap 14. 

As illustrated in Rg. 12, a piece of sheet 10, 
which is larger than the flap 14, has an opening 

55 12, which will be used as a dispensing opening, 
and the piece of sheet 10 fs attached to a portion 
corresponding to the weakened line 19 from the 
inside of the container body 11 after pressure 
sensitive adhesive 15 is applied to the piece of 

60 sheet 10. 

In the meantime, a shape maintaining mem- 
ber 2 is a fiat plate 2. It is preferred that the plate 
2 is relatively hard, even if it Is flexible, and, for 
example, it may be a pasteboard, a thin plastic 

65 plate or a metal plate, such as aluminum. 
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The illustrated plate 2 is formed in a picture 
frame shape and has an opening 22 at the center 
thereof. The plate 2 and the container 1 are fixed 
to each other by adhesive in such a manner that 
the weakened line 19 of the container 1, i.e.. the 
flap 14, Is located within the opening 22. In this 
case, it is preferred that all the sides of the plate 2 
are fixed to the container body 11. However, in 
some cases, It is possible that a part of the plate 
2, for example, two parallel sides, i.e., two sides 
parallel to the direction in which the flap 14 is 
opened, or two sides perpendicular to the above- 
mentioned direction, are fixed to the surface of 
the container body 1 1 . 

The plate 2 may be curved or bent vertically in 
place of a flat one. Further, the shape of the illu- 
strated plate 2 is formed in a rectangle, however, 
it may be formed in any suitable shape, for exam- 
ple, an ellipse, a rhombus, or a U-shape. 

Fig. 13 is a cross-sectional view showing the 
seventh embodiment of the dispenser-container 
of the present invention. In this embodiment, the 
construction of the container 1 per se is similar to 
that explained with reference to the first embodi- 
ment, however, It is different from the first embo- 
diment in that a shape maintaining member 2 for- 
med in a plate is inserted into the container body 
11. 

It is preferred that the shape maintaining 
member 2 of this embodiment is made of a relati- 
vely hard material like the sixth embodiment. Sin- 
ce the shape maintaining member 2 is contained 
within the container body 1 1, the size of the ope- 
ning 22 of the shape maintaining member 2 may 
be smaller than the flap 14 as long as H is larger 
than the dispensing opening 12 or the region sur- 
rounded by the weakened line 13 for forming the 
opening. The shape of the shape maintaining 
member 2 may be altered as desired as explai- 
ned in conjunction with Figs. 11 and 12. 

The shape maintaining member 2 is fixed by 
adhesive from the inside of the container 1 to the 
sheet surface near the dispensing opening 12 of 
the container body 11. 

The dispenser-container of this embodiment 
is manufactured as follows. A weakened line 13 
for forming dispensing opening is formed in a 
sheet material which will be a container body 1 1 
upon the manufacture of the container 1 , a flap 
14 is attached to the sheet material, and the sha- 
pe maintaining member 2 is fixed to the surface 
opposite to the flap 14. Thereafter, the wet tissu- 
es 3 are wrapped by the sheet material. 



Advantages of the Invention 

According to the present invention, since the sur- 
face of the container having an opening formed 
therein is fixed to the shape maintaining member, 
the condition of the container is always kept at 
that of the beginning of its use wherein contents 
are filled therein regardless of the amount of the 
contents remaining in the container. 

Accordingly, a flap can always be surely ope- 



12 

ned and attached to a container from the begin- 
ning of its use to the end of its use, even when 
the container contains a large amount of contents 
and has a large thickness. 

5 As described above, according to the dispen- 

ser-container of the present invention, contents 
are contained in a containers having a resealable 
flap, and the flap can be surely removed and atta- 
ched, the dispenser-container is not limited to use 

10 for wet tissues but also suitable for containing go- 
ods which will be consumed repeatedly several ti- 
mes, and the dispenser-container has a good 
shelf stability, good dust proof ability, good fung- 
us proof ability, good gas tightness or good liquid 

15 tightness. 

Further, the dispenser-container of the pre- 
sent invention can be manufactured by fixing the 
surface of the container having an opening to the 
shape maintaining member, and the dispenser- 

20 container can be readily and effectively manufac- 
tured in a conventional bag making process or a 
conventional carton forming process. In addition, 
the price of material of the dispenser-container of 
the present invention is low, and therefore, the 

25 dispenser-container can be economically manu- 
factured. 

In addition, when the shape maintaining mem- 
ber is of box shape, it is easy to stack the dispen- 
ser-containers. The contents contained in the dis- 

30 penser-container is neither deformed nor crum- 
bled. The stocking efficiency of the dispenser- 
container of the present invention is high. Accord- 
ingly, it Is easy to handle, and its transportation, 
storage and display are readily performed. 

35 When a consumer wants to use a part of con- 

tents and to store the remaining contents, it is 
easy for him to arrange the contents properly with 
the dispenser-container. 

Besides, in this case, the shape of the contai- 

40 ner 1 is neither deformed nor distorted even when 
the wet tissues remaining in the container body 
becomes small as the wet tissues are dispensed. 
Accordingly, the wet tissues contained in the con- 
tainer 1 remain fiat as they were flat upon begin- 

45 ning of use, and they can be smoothly dispensed. 

Further, when cookies or biscuits are packa- 
ged in a dispenser-container of the present inven- 
tion, the container can be sealed again once the 
container is unpacked. Accordingly, dry cookies 

50 or biscuits do not become damp, and wet cakes 
do not become dry. In addition, since dust does 
not enter into the container, the contents can be 
stored sanitarily. 

55 

Claims 

1. A resealable dispenser-container comprising a 
container (1), 

60 

said container (1 ) containing contents (3); 

said container (1) having an opening (12) for 
dispensing said contents (3) therethrough or a 
65 weakened line (13) for forming said opening (12) 



7 



EP0 251 103 B1 



13 

and a flap (14) made of a flexible sheet material 
which covers said opening (12) or weakened line 
(13) and which is repeatedly opened and closed, 
wherein said container (1) is made of a flexible 
sheet; 

characterized in that 

said dispenser-container further comprises: 

a shape maintaining member (2), which is 
made of a material harder than said container (1); 

said shape maintaining member (2) having an 
opening (22) or a weakened line (21) for forming 
said opening (22) which opening (22) or weake- 
ned line (21) is larger than said opening (12) or 
weakened line (13) formed in said container (1); 

said opening (12) or weakened line (13) for* 
mod on said container (1) being located within 
said opening (22) or within the region surrounded 
by said weakened line (21) formed in said shape 
maintaining member (2); and 

said flexible sheet of said container (1) being 
fixed (4) to said shape maintaining member (2) at 
a position near said opening (12) or weakened 
line (13) formed in said container (1). 

2. A reseaiable dispenser-container according to 
claim 1, wherein said container (1) is made of gas 
impervious sheet and said flap (14) is also made 
of gas impervious sheet 

3. A reseaiable dispenser-container according to 
claim 1, wherein said shape maintaining member 
(2) is formed in a box structure. 

4. A reseaiable dispenser-container according to 
claim 1, wherein said shape maintaining member 
(2) formed in a box structure has a plurality of 
containers contained therein. 

5. A reseaiable dispenser-container according to 
claim 1. wherein said shape maintaining member 
(2) is formed in a frame structure. 

6. A reseaiable dispenser-container according to 
daim 1, wherein said shape maintaining member 
(2) is formed in a plate. 

7. A reseaiable dispenser-container according to 
claim 6, wherein said shape maintaining member 
(2) formed in a plate is fixed to an outer surface of 
said container (1). 

8. A reseaiable dispenser-container according to 
daim 6, wherein said shape maintaining member 
(2) formed in a plate is fixed to an inner surface of 
said container (1). 



PaterttanaprQche 

1. Wiederverschfie Bbarer Ausgabebehalter mit 



14 

einem Behaiter (1), wobei der Behaiter (1) Inhalte 
(3)enthalt; 

der Behafter (1) eine Offnung (12) fur die Ent- 
5 nahme der Inhalte (3) durch die Offnung oder 
eine geschwachte Kontur (13) fOr die BiWung der 
Offnung (12) und eine Lasche (14) aus einem 
flexiblen blattfdrmigen Material, das die Offnung 

(12) oder die geschwachte Kontur (13) bedeckt 
10 und die wiederhoh gedffnet und geschlossen 

wird, aufweist, und der Behaiter (1) aus einem 
flexiblen blattfdrmigen Material hergesteiit ist; 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB der Ausgabebehal- 
ter weiterhin aufweist: 

15 

ein die Form aufrechterhaftendes Glied (2), 
das aus einem Material hergesteiit ist, das harter 
ist als das Materia] des Behafters (1); daB das die 
Form aufrechterhattende Glied (2) eine Offnung 
20 (22) oder eine geschwachte Kontur (21 ) zur Bild- 
ung der Offnung (22) aufweist, wobei die Offnung 
(22) oder die geschwachte Kontur (21) groBer ist 
als die Offnung (12) oder die geschwachte Kontur 

(13) , die in dem Behaher (1) erzeugt worden ist; 

25 

daS die Offnung (12) oder geschwachte Kon- 
tur (13), die auf dem Behaiter (1) erzeugt worden 
ist innerhalb der Offnung (22) angeordnet ist 
oder innerhalb des Bereiches, der von der gesch- 

30 wachten Kontur (21) umgrenzt wird, die in dem 
die Form aufrechterhaftenden Glied (2) gebildet 
worden ist, und da8 das flexible blattfdrmige Ma- 
terial des Behafters (1) an dem die Form auf- 
rechterhaftenden Glied (2) in einer Position befes- 

35 ttgt (4) ist, die sich nahe der Offnung (12) oder 
der geschwachten Kontur (13), die in dem Behai- 
ter (1 ) gebildet worden ist, bef indet 

2. WiederverschlieSbarer Ausgabebehalter nach 
40 Anspruch 1, in dem der Behafter (1) aus einem 

fur Gas undurchlassigen blattfdrmigen Material 
und die Lasche (14) ebenfalls aus einem fur Gas 
undurchlassigen blattfdrmigen Material hergesteiit 
worden ist 

45 

3. WiederverschlieBbarer Ausgabebehalter nach 
Anspruch 1, in dem das die Form aufrechterhal- 
tende Glied (2) die Form einer Box-Struktur auf- 
weist. 

50 

4. WiederverschlieBbarer Ausgabebehalter nach 
Anspruch 1 , in dem das die Form aufrechterhat- 
tende Glied (2), das die Form einer Box-Struktur 
aufweist eine Mehrzahl von Behaftem enthaJt 

55 

5. WiederverschlieBbarer Ausgabebehalter nach 
Anspruch 1, in dem das die Form aufrechterhal- 
tende Glied (2) eine Rahmenstruktur aufweist. 

60 6. WiederverschlieBbarer Ausgabebehalter nach 
Anspruch 1, in dem das die Form aufrechterhal- 
tende Giied (2) die Form einer Platte aufweist 

7. WiederverschlieBbarer Ausgabebehalter nach 
65 Anspruch 6, in dem das die Form aufrechterhal- 
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tends GHed (2) die Form einer Platte hat und an 
einer auBeren Oberflache des Behafters (1) be- 
festigtlst 

8. WiederverschlieBbarer Ausgabe be halter nach 
Anspruch 6, In dem das die Form auf rechterhal- 
tende Giied (2) die Form einer Platte aufwelst, 
und an einer inneren Oberflache des Behafters 
(l)bofestigtist 



Rtvendlcatlona 

1. Recipient distributee resceliable comprenant 
un recipient (1), ledh recipient (1) ayant un conte- 
nu (3); 

ledh recipient (1) ayant une ouverture (12) 
pour distribuer ledit contenu (3) ou une ligne af- 
faiblie (13) pour former ladrte ouverture (12) et un 
rabat (14) en une feuille flexible qui recouvre ladn 
te ouverture (12) ou la ligne d'affaiblissement (13) 
et qu'on ouvre et referme de facon rerteree, ledh 
recipient (1) etant confectionne en une feuille 
flexible, caract6ris6 en ce que le distributeur com- 
prend en outre un element de maintien en forme 
(2) construit en un materiau plus dur que ledit re- 
cipient (1); 

ledh 6lement (2) de maintien en forme pre- 
sentant une ouverture (22) ou une ligne 
d'affaiblissement (21) pour former ladrte ouvertu- 
re (22), cette ouverture (22) ou ligne d'affaibiisse- 
ment (21) est plus grande que ladrte ouverture 

(12) ou la ligne d'affaiblissement (13) dans le re- 
cipient (1); 

ladrte ouverture (12) ou ligne d'affaiblissement 

(13) sur ledit recipient (1) etant disposee dans la- 
drte ouverture (22) ou dans la zone entour6e par 
ladrte ligne d'affaiblissement (21) formee dans le- 
dit element (2) de maintien en forme; 

et ladite feuille flexible dudit recipient (1) etant 
fixee (en 4) audit element (2) de maintien en for- 
me en une position proche de ladrte ouverture 
(12) ou de la ligne d'affaiblissement (13) dans le- 
dit recipient (1 ). 

2. Recipient distributeur resceliable selon la re- 
vendteatbn 1, dans lequel ledit recipient (1) est 
construit en une feuille impermeable aux gaz et 
ledit rabat (14) est egalement construit en une 
feuille impermeable aux gaz. 

3. Recipient distributeur resceliable selon la re- 
vendcation 1, dans lequel ledit element (2) de 
maintien en forme est d'une structure en caisson. 

4. Recipient distributeur resceliable selon la re- 
vendfcation (1), dans lequel (edit element (2) de 
maintien en forme ayant une structure en caisson 
contient plusfeurs recipients. 

5. Recipient distributeur resceliable selon la re- 
vendteation 1, dans lequel ledit 6l6ment (2) de 
maintien en forme a une structure en armature. 



6. Recipient distributeur resceliable selon la re- 
vendication 1, dans lequel ledit' element (2) de 
maintien en forme est menage dans une plaque. 

7. Recipient distributeur resceliable selon la re- 
5 vendication 6, dans lequel ledh element (2) de 

maintien en forme menage dans une plaque est 
fixe a une surface exterieure recipient (1). 

8. Recipient distributeur resceliable selon la re- 
10 vendication 6, dans lequel ledh element (2) de 

maintien en forme menage dans une plaque est 
fixe a une surface interieure dudit recipient (1 ). 
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